Texas Reservoir Levels In Decline; The Trend Will Continue
By Andrew Owen
Kansas City, July 9 (World Weather Inc.) – Western and southern Texas water
storage is in decline over that of last year and the region will continue to deal with hot,
dry, weather for the next few weeks resulting in a further decline. Some areas in western
and southern Texas have been experiencing a fall in soil moisture and water supply since
last autumn. Dryland production has been cut for many areas, but irrigated agriculture has
been experiencing ongoing favorable conditions. Water levels will continue to steadily
decrease as rainfall remains limited and temperatures prevail above seasonal norms. Water
restrictions are already in place across many areas and this trend will continue for the
foreseeable future. Some of the water restrictions could become more significant as the
summer advances. Cotton and other crop conditions are variable for West Texas and South
Texas due to the dryness and low water levels. In the meantime, there is ample water storage
in eastern Texas.
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Reservoir levels are variable across Texas with portions of West and South Texas
reporting 30-40% of capacity water levels as of this morning. The upper Texas coast and
most of eastern Texas had plenty of water supply varying from 80-100% of full capacity.
Other regions in Texas had 50-80% of the full capacity water in storage.
Varying levels of drought or abnormally dry conditions were noted in the Texas
Panhandle and portions of West Texas as of July 7. Other areas in central and interior
western Texas were classified to be either abnormally dry or in a moderate drought,
according to the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s latest Drought
Monitor. Eastern and South Texas were not classified as being in a drought.
A poor rainfall distribution and recent hot temperatures have depleted soil moisture
in unirrigated corn, sorghum, cotton and peanut production areas in West Texas resulting in
a cut in harvestable acreage this year. But concern has been rising over low water supply in
the region and limitations on irrigation that could further curtail some of the crop
production. Some rain-fed crops in West Texas failed to emerge or establish in some areas
and insurance companies have written off much of the dryland crop. As of July 6,
approximately 36% of the cotton in Texas was rated poor to very poor. The remaining
cotton was rated fair to good. Timely rain is needed in the near future to support better
conditions for cotton, corn, peanuts and sorghum produced in West Texas while crops in
South Texas are more advanced and may not respond well to much precipitation unless it
happens immediately.
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Cotton and other crop prospects are more favorable in central and eastern parts of
Texas and in the Coastal Bend. The ample moisture in storage combined with periods of
rain over the spring helped support aggressive growth. The outlook is generally favorable
despite some recent drying.
Texas will be drier biased during the next two weeks. A few isolated showers will
occasionally reach the Texas Panhandle and East Texas through the end of next week,
though resulting rainfall will be rapidly lost to evaporation. Daytime temperatures will
often peak to the 90s Fahrenheit as well with many areas in West Texas and the Texas
Panhandle often warming above 100 degrees. Aggressive drying will persist.
Water restrictions will likely be a large concern ongoing for much of West Texas,
South Texas, and the Texas Panhandle. Irrigated cotton and other crop development may be
sluggish at times when water is not readily available. Rain-fed crop conditions will further
deteriorate as well. Production losses may become an increasing concern if drier and
warmer biased weather persists through the summer and irrigation demand remains strong.
East Texas and the Coastal Bend will dry down during the next two weeks as well.
What is left of this year’s dryland cotton, corn, sorghum and peanut crop will be further
stressed and development will be poor. There will still be enough water in storage for the
irrigated crops as long as water restrictions do not become stricter.
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